
Woodbridge Mayor’s Musings – Stephen Attwell 

 

Dear Reader, 

Here we are at the end of summer already and the days are getting noticeably shorter.  August was 

sunny and bright and Woodbridge was bathed in the bright light making it an added joy to wander 

the streets, byways and riverside.  This is a lovely place to live.  But enough of such balmy 

thoughts, what has been happening at the Woodbridge Town Council last month? 

 

August for the WTC staff is business as usual whilst the councillors take a well earned rest with 

no formal meetings being scheduled.  However I did call a special meeting in response to the 

changing situation regarding the Drummer Boy statue.  You may remember that we arranged with 

the Suffolk Coastal District Council (SCDC) to take on ownership of the statue following their 

move to Melton.  We also sought the views of residents as to where it should be moved.  Since 

then a relative of the donator of the statue is seeking to have it returned to him!  The SCDC is 

managing that claim.   Work on the statue’s move continues and SCDC and WTC met and 

reviewed the state of the statue.  Due to its condition and what could happen if it was moved, the 

cost for the removal work has risen significantly.  We still have the offer from the developers of 

the SCDC site to leave it where it is.  Its situation would be enhanced as it would be part of a 

planned vista down to the river.  So, subject to full council agreement we are now pursuing that 

option with the SCDC and also hope to secure funds to maintain the statue in the future. 

 

After my comments were reported regarding concerns of the Co-op taking over the Budgens 

supermarket site, I had a meeting with the chief executive of the East of England Co-op.  I was 

pleased to hear that the Co-op is planning to spend up to £1M to re-develop the site and bring the 

supermarket up to modern retail standards with special lighting and a rustic feel.  They also plan 

to keep on the Budgen staff as well as their existing employees.  Building work has started and 

may take 12 weeks to complete.  The Post Office is to remain.  This is all good news and those of 

us concerned about getting more choice in our shopping will have to use the Thoroughfare as the 

aisle in which to walk for alternative fruit and veg, bread, frozen food or toiletries.   The Co-op 

has my full support.  No other major supermarket was prepared to make that investment in 

Woodbridge and I’m delighted that the Town does not have the blight of an important commercial 

site being empty! 

 

I have been concerned that some events to which I have been invited as your Mayor have been 

poorly attended.  So I had a meeting with Choose Woodbridge to explore ways that we could 

work together to develop the concept of a Woodbridge Summer Festival.  This would be an 

umbrella organisation that would develop and promote all the many Woodbridge commercial, 

local interest and charity events going on between May and September next year.  This 

organisation would seek to identify these events and supplement their promotion to a wider 

audience.  Such a celebration of the many and varied events happening each night in our Town 

may encourage more visitors to Woodbridge and our own residents to attend.  More to come on 

this topic. 

 

Official Mayoral invitations start up again in September so time to dust off the robe and hat.  I 

hope again that these musings have been of some interest. 

 

 

 


